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should be defined. They never asserted that the exist-
ence of British authority was a breach of the treaty,
though they made such a claim again and again with
regard to the Bay Islands and the Mosquito territory. It
was reserved for Mr Frelinghuysen, twenty-two years after
the termination of the controversy, to discover a reason
for repudiating the convention in a course of action which
his predecessors had emphatically approved.

It is obvious that if the exercise of British dominion
over Belise is a circumstance entirely outside the opera-
tion of the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, the question of the
exact nature and limits of the authority set up has no
bearing upon the matters in dispute between the two
Governments. Yet, inasmuch as Mr Frelinghuysen ekes
out his main argument on this head by a number of
assertions as to a conversion of the British 'settlement'
in Central America under Spanish-American sovereignty
into a British 'possession' with British sovereignty, to
which conversion the United States, according to him,
have never given their assent, it may be advisable to
shew that nothing more took place with regard to Belise
than a change in the terms of description applied to it,
and that this change has been recognized and adopted
by the United States.

The English settlements in Belise were first made
from Jamaica in the seventeenth century. The Spaniards,
however, claimed dominion over the territory occupied by
our colonists, and in 1756, and again in 1759, succeeded
in expelling them. But, by the Peace of Versailles in
1783, England gained for her settlers the right of cutting
wood in Spanish Honduras, in return for the restoration
of the Floridas, which had been ceded to her by Spain
in 1762. In a few years war again broke out between
L. E.                                                                 8